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Abstract - The Krsipardasara, an ancient Sanskrit text attributed to Sage Pardsara, offers profound insights
into agricultural science and practices that align seamlessly with the ethos of sustainability and
environmental harmony. This paper explores the agricultural principles detailed in the Krsiparasara,
emphasizing its relevance to the Indian Knowledge System and its potential to address contemporary
agricultural challenges.

The KrsipardSara serves as a comprehensive treatise encompassing various aspects of agriculture,
including soil preparation, crop selection, irrigation techniques, seasonal planning, and pest management.
The text highlights an integrated approach to farming, blending scientific observations with spiritual and
ecological perspectives. Notable principles such as land classification, astrological influences on farming,
and natural methods of enhancing soil fertility underscore the ancient wisdom's relevance in mitigating
modern issues like soil degradation, climate unpredictability, and the overuse of chemical fertilizers.

This research investigates how the text's principles can contribute to sustainable farming practices and
organic agriculture, resonating with global calls for eco-friendly farming. By analysing key verses and
contextualizing them within modern agronomy, the study bridges the gap between traditional agricultural
knowledge and contemporary scientific practices. Additionally, the paper discusses how Krsipardsara
reflects the socio-cultural significance of agriculture in ancient India, fostering a holistic understanding of
the relationship between humans and nature.

In revitalizing the agricultural heritage embedded in the KrsipardSara, this research underscores the
importance of integrating indigenous knowledge systems into academic discourse and policymaking. The
findings aim to inspire the adaptation of ancient practices for modern agricultural innovation, ensuring
food security, ecological balance, and a sustainable future. This exploration not only reaffirms the
timelessness of Vedic wisdom but also highlights its transformative potential for India’s agrarian landscape
in the 21st century.

Keywords: Krsipardsara, sustainable agriculture, Indian knowledge system, traditional farming, ecological
balance, food security.

1. INTRODUCTION

Agriculture has been the backbone of Indian civilization since ancient times, with texts like the Krsiparasara
serving as repositories of traditional knowledge. Attributed to Sage Pardsaraq, this text is a seminal work on
agricultural science, offering a holistic approach to farming that integrates ecological, spiritual, and
practical dimensions. In an era marked by environmental degradation, climate change, and unsustainable
farming practices, the Krsipardsara provides valuable insights that resonate with modern sustainable
agriculture. Krsiparasdara is not merely a manual of agricultural techniques; it is a philosophical treatise that
underscores the ethical and spiritual dimensions of farming. The text emphasizes the importance of living
in harmony with nature and recognizing the interdependence of all living beings.
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This paper aims to explore the agricultural principles outlined in the Krsiparasara, highlighting their
relevance to contemporary farming challenges. By analysing its teachings on soil management, crop
selection, irrigation, and pest control, the study seeks to bridge the gap between ancient wisdom and
modern agronomy. Furthermore, it emphasizes the socio-cultural and ecological significance of
agriculture in ancient India, as reflected in the text.

Fig -1: Agricultural Principles in Krsiparasara

2. HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT OF AGRICULTURE IN SANSKRIT LITERATURE

Agriculture has been an integral part of Indian civilization since ancient times, as reflected in various
Sanskrit texts, including the Vedas, Smrtis, Purdnas, and specialized treatises on farming. The earliest
references to agriculture can be found in the Rgveda, where agricultural practices such as plowing (krsi),
sowing, and irrigation are mentioned. Hymns dedicated to Indra and Varuna highlight the dependence of
agriculture on rainfall and water management. The Atharvaveda further elaborates on soil fertility, crop
protection, and rituals for bountiful harvests.

In the post-Vedic period, Dharmasastra texts like Manusmrti and YajAavalkya Smrti provided legal and
ethical guidelines related to land ownership, taxation, and agricultural duties. The Arthasastra of Kautilya
(4th century BCE) offers detailed discussions on agrarian

policies, irrigation techniques, and state-sponsored agricultural projects, emphasizing the economic
significance of farming.

The Rdmayana and Mahdbhdrata also contain extensive references to agriculture, often linking it with
governance and dharma. The Purdnas, including the Matsya Purdna and Agni Purdna, describe agricultural
deities, seasons (rtus), and traditional farming methods, reflecting the deep cultural connection between
agriculture and religious practices.

Specialized agrarian texts such as Krsiparasara (attributed to Sage Parasara) and Kasyapiya Krsistktam
provide systematic knowledge on soil classification, crop rotation, water management, and organic
fertilizers. Krsipardsara, in particular, stands as a seminal text in Sanskrit agricultural literature, offering
insights into traditional farming wisdom that remained relevant for centuries.

During the medieval period, Sanskrit treatises like VrksGyurveda by Strapdla focused on plant science and
agricultural sustainability, highlighting early Indian knowledge of horticulture and botany. Various regional
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and vernacular texts built upon these Sanskrit foundations, ensuring the continuity of agrarian knowledge
across generations.

Thus, Sanskrit literature presents a rich repository of agricultural principles, integrating scientific, economic,
and spiritual dimensions of farming. The study of Krsipara$ara within this literary tradition provides valuable
insights into the agronomic practices that shaped India’s agricultural heritage.

The Krsiparasara is part of a rich tradition of agricultural literature in ancient India, which includes texts like
the Arthadastra and Vrksayurveda. These texts reflect the deep connection between agriculture and Indian
culture, where farming was not merely an economic activity but a way of life imbued with spiritual and
ethical values. The Krsipardasara stands out for its systematic and scientific approach to agriculture, offering
practical guidance while emphasizing harmony with nature.

3. KRSIPARASARA: THE FIRST AGRICULTURAL LITERATURE OF ODISHA

The Krsipardsara is recognized as the earliest and most significant agrarian text in Odisha, highlighting the
deep-rooted agricultural traditions of the region. The highest number of manuscripts of this text have been
written and preserved in Odishq, indicating its profound influence on the local farming community.
According to the published catalogue of Odishan Manuscripts, 15 manuscripts of Krsipara$ara are
preserved in the Odisha State Museum, while 10 manuscripts are housed in the Acarya Sri Surendrasarisvarji
Tattvajidnasala Library in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. Additionally, one manuscript is preserved in Sambalpur
University, further affirming Odisha's pivotal role in the preservation and propagation of this text.

The Krsiparadara provides a detailed account of traditional agricultural techniques, particularly those
employed in paddy cultivation in Odisha. Key practices such as Mayikaddna (seed treatment), the
establishment of Medhi (a platform in the harvesting field), and pusyayatrd (nabdnna bhaksana
ceremonial consumption of the first rice harvest) are extensively described in the text. These agricultural
rituals are still followed in Odisha, especially in Western Odisha, where the Nuakhai Festival is celebrated
annually with great grandeur, symbolizing the first consumption of newly harvested rice.

Furthermore, the significance of Krsiparasara in Odisha is evident through multiple translations and literary
adaptations in the Odia language. For instance, Varsd Mangala, an Odia poetic translation, reflects the
impact of this text on Odishan literature. The presence of such literary adaptations demonstrates the
widespread acceptance and integration of Krsiparasara into Odisha’s cultural and agrarian practices.

Given its deep association with Odisha’s agricultural heritage, its extensive manuscript preservation within
the state, and its influence on farming traditions and literary works, Krsipardsara stands as the first
agricultural literature of Odisha, shaping both historical and contemporary agronomic practices in the
region. The author of Krsipardsara, Sage Pardsara, is mainly a resident of the western part of Odisha.

Fig -2: Krsipardsara Manuscript in Odia script
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Time of the Krsiparasara Text

The Krsipardasara text provides crucial internal evidence regarding its period of composition. One of the key
indicators is the use of the Saka Era (Saka Samwvat) in its discussion of Ra@janayana (royal astrological
calculations) and Meghanayana (cloud observations for agricultural purposes). The Saka Era was officially
introduced by the Kushan Emperor Kaniska in 78 CE, marking a significant chronological reference within
the text.

Based on this evidence, scholars deduce that the composition of Krsiparasara likely took place in the 4th
or 5th century CE. This estimation aligns with the period when agrarian sciences, astronomical calculations,
and systematic farming practices were being extensively documented in India. The text's references to
astronomical calculations and agricultural observations using the Saka Era suggest that it was written at
a time when this dating system was already well established and in common use.

Thus, considering the historical introduction of the Saka Era and the contextual references within
Krsipardsara, it is reasonable to conclude that the text was composed sometime between the 4th and 5th
centuries CE, making it one of the earliest agrarian treatises in Indian history.

Subjects covered in Krsiparasara:

The Krsipara$ara is a foundational text on ancient Indian agricultural science, offering a comprehensive
guide to various aspects of farming. It provides systematic knowledge on agricultural practices,
meteorology, irrigation management, and rituals associated with farming. The text integrates practical
farming techniques with astrological

and religious principles, reflecting the holistic approach of ancient Indian agricultural wisdom. The major
subjects covered in Krsipardsara include:

Significance of Agriculture (Krsimahattvam) - Discusses the importance of agriculture as the backbone
of society and economic prosperity.

Royal Patronage (R&@jénayanam) - Highlights the king's role in promoting agriculture and ensuring the
welfare of farmers.

Rainfall Prediction and Classification — Includes detailed observations on rainfall in different months:
1. Meghdanayanam (Cloud Formation)

Jaladhakanirnayah (Determining Water Availability)

Pausavrstijidnam (Rainfall in Pausa)

Maghavrstijidnam (Rainfall in Magha)

Phalgunavrstijfdnam (Rainfall in Phalguna)

Chaitravrstijidnam (Rainfall in Chaitra)

Vaisakhavrstijianam (Rainfall in Vaisakha)

Jyesthavrstijiidnam (Rainfall in Jyestha)

© ©® N o o A~ w N

Asadhavrstijidnam (Rainfall in Asadha)

S

Sravanavrstijidnam (Rainfall in Sravana)

1. Sadyovrstijidnam (Sudden Rainfall Phenomena)
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12. Grahasafcare Vrstilaksanam (Rainfall Based on Planetary Movements)
13. Andvrstilaksanam (Signs of Drought)
Agricultural Practices — Covers various aspects of farming, including:
1. Krsyaveksanam (Examination of Crops)
vahanavidh@nam (Use of Ploughing Implements and Animals)

Halasamagrikathanam (Details of Ploughing Equipment)

2
3
4. Hala-Prasaranam (Proper Timing for Ploughing)
5. Bijasth@panavidhih (Seed Preservation Techniques)
6. Ropanavidhih (Methods of Transplantation)
7. Dhanyakattanavidhih (Harvesting of Grains)
8. Dhanyanistrnikaranam (Threshing Methods)
Water Management and Preservation:
1. Bhadrajalamoksanam (Releasing Water for Crops in Bhdadrapada)
2. Jalaraksanam (Water Conservation Techniques)
3. Marge Mustigrahanam (Observation of Soil Moisture in Paths)
Livestock Management :
1. Goparvakathanam (Rituals and Observations Related to Cattle)
2. Goyadtrapravesau (Cattle Migration and Entry into New Lands)
3. Gomayakdtoddharah (Management of Cow Dung for Agricultural Use)
Agricultural Rituals and Omens:
1.  Pause Pusyaydtrdkathanam (Special Pusya Naksatra Observations for Farming)
2. Adhakalaksanam (Indicators of Fertile Land)
3. Dhanyavyadhikhandamantrah (Mantras for Protection Against Crop Diseases)
4. Dhanyasthdpanam (Methods of Grain Storage)

The text blends empirical agricultural knowledge with astrology and spiritual traditions, demonstrating how
ancient Indian farmers relied on both scientific observations and divine guidance to optimize their
agricultural activities. The prescriptions in Krsipardsara reflect a deep understanding of environmental
patterns and their impact on agriculture, forming a significant part of India’s traditional knowledge system.

Importance of Agriculture

It goes without saying that agriculture was given due importance in Vedic seers knew that agriculture was
the only option for food security. Food, as everybody knows, is basic necessity of human being. Agriculture
is helpful is attaining all the four goals of life. Human life is dependent on Anna and production of Anna is
dependent of agriculture. Hence, agriculture is basic necessity of human life. Yajurveda says that one
should make effort for producing abundant grains through agriculture.! Men depend for their lives on
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agriculture “ te krsim ca sasyam ca manusyd upajivani”.2 Speaking about the importance of agriculture,
Vedic seer says-O gambler, stop gambling, and engage yourself in agriculture, which is regarded as most
valuable wealth, so that you will earn wealth, happiness, cattle and happy married life. You respect this
wealth and are content with this wealth.

“aksairma divyah krsimit krsasva vitte ramasva bahumanyamanah |
tatra gavah kitava tatra jaya tanme vi caste savitdyamaryah |13
The Rgveda further adds that the cultivator is bound to get plentiful crops and immense wealth.

The Atharvaveda also highlights the importance of agriculture. Agricultural work use to be practiced by
skilled persons. Poets and scholars took this occupation and did farming for happiness. Agriculture was a
delighted occupation which Gods like Indra and Pusd were also engaged. Success in agriculture leads to
success in life. The person possessing abundant food grains is respected as a great man in the society.
Through agriculture one can acquire vigour, energy and power. In the Yajurveda and Taittiriya Sarmhita
agriculture is regarded as the means of human welfare. It is the source of prosperity and sustenance. It
gives grain, strength and lustre. In Taittiriya Samhita agriculture has been described as Chandas (metre).
In other words, it is the music that fills human life with delight. Chandas also means covering. As agriculture
keeps human beings with happiness, it is known as Chandas. Brhatpdrdasara says that there is no other
religion than agriculture and no profitable business other than agriculture — “krseranyatra no dharmo na
labhah krsito'nyatah”.#1t further adds that there is no other means than agriculture for obtaining happiness,
food, clothing, respect etc.

Kasyapiyakrsisukti mentions that production of grains and other vegetation are the sole purpose of highest
fulfilment of the earth. The rich earth full of vegetation is the cause of growth of living beings-

“sasyadireva medinydh parodharmah param yasah |
sasyapurnd vasumatr pranindm pranavardhint II” °

Krsipara$ara has discussed the importance of agriculture. It says that even a learned Brahmin who is
proficient in all the four Vedas, who recites Sastras and is intelligent, when is overpowered by Alaksmi, is
reduced to humiliation caused by begging for food with folded hands. And only through farming, one
however ceases to be a suitor. By practicing agriculture alone one is bound to be bhipati (master of the
earth). People even having surplus of gold, silver, jewels and garments have to solicit farmers as earnestly
as a devotee would pray God. People in spite of having gold ornaments in their necks, ears and hands have
to suffer from hunger in absence of food. Food is life, food is also the strength, and food is everything. The
divines, the demons, and all human beings depend on food for their survival. Food, verily, comes from grains
and grains cannot be without agriculture. Therefore, leaving everything else one should strive for farming.
Blessed is agriculture, holy is agriculture, and agriculture is life of all living creatures-

“caturveddntago viprah $astravadr vicaksanah |
alaksmyad grhyate so'pi prarthandldghavanvitah Il
ekayd ca punah krsyd prarthako naiva jayate |
krsydnvito hi loke'smin bhiyadekasca bhapatih II
suvarnaraupyamanikyavasanairapi paritah |

tathapi prarthayantyeva krsakdn bhaktatrsnaya |l
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kanthe karne ca haste ca suvarnam vidyate yadi |
upavasastathd’pi syddanndbhdvena dehindam |l
annam prand balam cdnnamannam sarvarthasadhanam |
devasuramanusyasca sarve cannopajivinahll
annam hi dhanyasafjatam dhanyam krsya ving na ca |
tasmatsarvam parityajya krsim yatnena karayet i
krsirdhanya krsirmedhyd jantdndm jivanam krsih |
himsadidosayukto'pi mucyatetithipdjanam 11" ©

Various sUktas of Rgveda such as Ksetrapati, Parjanya, Prthvi, Go, Apah, Aksa, Visvedeva and Aranyant have
well described the importance of agriculture. Similarly various suktas of Atharvaveda including Krsi, Anna
and Annasamrddhi have talked about the significant of Agriculture.

Agricultural Instruments and Implementation:
The Krsipard$ara gives a very detailed account of the different parts of plough. According to it the eight
parts of a plow are:

1. Ts@, the beam of the plow connected to yoke

Yuga, the yoke to which the oxen are tied

Sthanu, the wooden support of the plowshare

Niryola, the rod joined to the beam and used to control the direction of the plow
Niryolapdsikd, the handle for the farmers’ grip on the plow

Addacalla, wood pegs fitted through holes on the yoke

N o oo w N

Saula, the plowshare consisting of an iron blade which digs up mud
8. Paccani, the stick to drive the oxen.

Is@ is five hands in length (the length from elbow to the tip of the middle finger is one hand). Sthanu should
be five vitastis (the length from the tip of the thumb to the tip of the little finger of an extended palm is one
vitasti). Niryola should be one and a half hand while Yuga should be extended up to the ears of the oxen.
Niryolapasika and Addacalla should each measure twelve angulas (the breadth of a finger is one angula
and twelve angulas make one vitasti). Saula should be of an aratni measure (the distance between the
elbow and the tip of the little finger is one aratni). Paccani should be strong, made of bamboo, with iron-
end and should measure twelve and half or nine fists. The circular Abaddha (a disc-plow used on hard,
virgin soil) should measure fifty four angulas (in diameter); Yotra (the belt used round the neck of the ox)
four hands and the rope (Raijja) five. The Phalaka (plowshare) is stated to measure a hand' and four fingers'
while phalika resembling a leaf of an Arka shrub should measure nine angulas. A Viddhaka (It is a harrow
that plows multiple rows. This is used for sowing seed in dry soil) should have twenty-one spikes. A Madiké
(It is a wooden plank fitted to the plow to level soil inundated with shallow water) measuring nine hands is
recommended for several uses. This according to Parasara, is the equipment of a plow. Farmers advised
to make it sufficiently strong to be used fruitfully in the various activities of farming. Any implement which
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is not manufactured as per the above said measurements will, at time of farming operations, obstruct the
work at every step. There should be no doubt about it-

“isdyugahalasthanurniyolastasya pasikah |
addacallasca Sailasca paccant ca haldstakam |l
pafcahastd bhavedisd sthanuh pafcavitastikah |

sardhahastastu niryolo yugam karnasamanakam |
niryolah pasika addacallastathaiva ca |
dvadasangulamanau tu Saulo'ratnipramanakah I
sardhadvadasamustirva karyd va navamustika |
drdha pafcanika jiieya lauhagra vamsasambhava I
dbaddho mandaldkarascatuhpancasadangulah |
yotram hastacatuskam syat rajjuh paficakaratmika |
pancangulyadhiko hasto hasto va phalakah smrtah |
arkasya patrasadrst phalika tu navangula Il
ekavim$atisalyastu viddhakah parikirtitah |
navahastd tu madika prasastd sarvakarmasu |l
iyam hi halasGmagri paradsaramunermatai |
sudrdha krsakaih karya Subhada sarvakarmasu |l
adrdhayuktamana ya sdmagri vahanasya ca |

vighnam pade pade kuryatkarsakale na sam$ayah 11"’

Fig -3: Odishan Agricultural Instruments

Key Agricultural Principles in the Krsiparasara

The Krsiparasara is one of the earliest Sanskrit texts dedicated to agriculture, attributed to the sage
Parasara. It provides a systematic account of agricultural principles, emphasizing the role of seasons, soil
types, plowing techniques, seed selection, and irrigation methods. The text integrates practical farming
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knowledge with astrological and religious considerations, reflecting the deep connection between
agriculture and traditional wisdom in ancient India. Below are some key agricultural principles discussed
in the Krsiparasara:

Management of Agriculture
Farms yield gold if properly managed but lead to poverty if neglected

“phalatyaveksitd svarnam dainyom saivanaveksita |
krsih krsipurdnajfia ityuvaca pardsarah 11" 8
Farms should never be left to the care of anyone other than oneself.
“piturantahpuram dadyanmaturdadydnmahdnasam |
gosu catmasamam dadyat svayameva krsim vrajet 11"

Only the capable, motivated by the welfare of people should undertake farming. An incapable farmer lands
himself in poverty-

“samarthena krsih karyd lokadndm hitakdmaya |
asamartho hi krsako bhiksGm prapnoti manavah 1I"°

An agriculturist who looks after the welfare of his cattle, visits his farms daily, has knowledge of the seasons
is careful about the seeds, and is industrious is rewarded with harvests of all kinds and never perishes —

“gohitah ksetragdmt ca kalajio bijatatparah |

vitandrah sarvasasyadhyah krsako ndvasidati [I""

4. THE DETERMINATION OF THE KING OF THE YEAR FOR RAINFALL PREDICTION (RAJANAYANA)

In Krsipardsara, the process of determining the King of the Year (Rajanayana) is essential for predicting
rainfall patterns and agricultural prospects. This principle is based on planetary positions and follows a
mathematical approach to identify the ruling planet (Raja) and the minister (MantrT), both of which
influence seasonal weather conditions.

“§akarn trigunitam krtva dviyutam munind haret /
bhagasisto nrpo jieyo nrpdnmantri caturthakah //” 2

The Saka year is multiplied by three, and after adding two, it is divided by seven. The remainder determines
the King, while the fourth planet from the King is the Minister.

Method of Calculation:

To find the ruling planet of the year, the Saka era year is multiplied by three, and then two is added to the
product. The resulting number is divided by seven, and the remainder determines the ruling planet,
following the sequence of the seven planets (starting from the Sun). The fourth planet from the ruling one
is designated as the minister, who also plays a crucial role in influencing weather patterns.

Example Calculation:
For Saka 1922 (+ 78) (Gregorian 2000 CE):

Multiply by 3: 1922 x 3 = 5766
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Add 2: 5766 + 2 = 5768
Divide by 7: 5768 + 7 =0
5768+7, remainder = 0

When the remainder is 0, the divisor (7) is considered, corresponding to Sani (Saturn) as the King. The fourth
planet from Saturn is Mangala (Mars), making it the minister.

Table -1:
SI. No. Name of the planet Remainder Number
Sdrya- Sun 1
Chandra) — Moon 2
Mangala — Mars 3
Budha — Mercury 4
Guru — Jupiter 5
Sukra — Venus 6
Sani — Saturn 7 (0)

This method provides insights into yearly climate conditions, as each planet governs specific weather
attributes. For example, Saturn as the ruler often signifies irregular rainfall, droughts, or harsh climatic
conditions, while Mars as the minister may indicate storms, high temperatures, and possible agricultural
difficulties.

The Result of Rainfall Quantity as per the King of the Year

In Krsipar@sara, the prediction of rainfall for the year is closely associated with the ruling planet (Rgja) of
the year. Each planetary ruler influences the quality and quantity of rainfall, thereby affecting agricultural
productivity, human health, and overall prosperity. The text provides an astrological framework where the
planetary ruler determines whether the year will witness abundant rains, droughts, or moderate
precipitation.

Rainfall Predictions Based on the King of the Year

siirya (Sun) as King — The year will experience scanty rainfall (manda vrstih), persistent winds, and an
increase in eye diseases, fevers, and general calamities.

“caksdrogo jvardristam sarvopadrava eva ca /
manda vrstih sada vato yatrabde bhaskaro nrpah [/” 13

Candra (Moon) as King — The year will bring abundant rainfall (ugra vrstih), leading to fertile lands, good
harvests, and overall health among people.

“yasmin sarmvatsare caiva candro rdja bhaved dhruvam /

kuryat §asyanvitarm prthvim nairujar cGpi manave [/
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Mangala (Mars) as King — The year will see low and irregular rainfall (manda vrstih), resulting in crop
failures, food shortages, and increased diseases among humans.

“$asyahadnirbhavettatra nityar rogasca manave [
yasminnabde kujo rdja sasyastnya ca medint //* ®

Budha (Mercury) as King — The year will have excellent rainfall (uttamai vrstih), ensuring a good harvest,
prosperous trade, and general well-being.

“nairujarm supracarasca subhiksam ksitimandale /
yatrabde candrajo raja sarvasasya ca medint /[ 1

Brhaspati (Jupiter) as King — The year will witness balanced and auspicious rainfall (§obhand vrstih),
fostering moral stability, mental peace, and abundant agricultural yield.

“dharmasthitir manah sthairyam vrstikdranamuttamam /
yasminnabde gurd raja sarva vasumati mahrt / /77

Sukra (Venus) as King — The year will result in high agricultural productivity and great prosperity, bringing
wealth and grain abundance.

“nrpdndm vardhanar nityarm dhanadhanyadikam phalam /
raja daityaguruh kuryat sarvasasyar rasatalam /[

$ani (Saturn) as King - The year will be marked by drought (vrstihind), dusty and barren lands, war, and
increased diseases.

“samgramo vatavrstiSca rogopadrava eva ca |
mandavrstih sada vato nrpe samvatsare Sanau 1" 1°

Significance of the Minister’s Influence
Just as the planetary King influences rainfall, the Minister (Mantri) also has a secondary impact on climatic
conditions. The text states:

“yatha vrstiphalarm proktar vatsaragrahabhapatau /
tadvadvrstiphalam jAeyan vijiairvatsaramantrini //”2°

Just as the King of the Year determines rainfall, learned individuals must also consider the planetary
Minister’s influence for complete meteorological predictions.

The ancient text Krsiparddara integrates astrology and meteorology, providing a systematic method to
predict annual rainfall based on the ruling planet. These forecasts played a crucial role in agrarian
planning, guiding farmers on sowing, irrigation, and overall agricultural strategy. The detailed planetary
influence illustrates a sophisticated understanding of natural cycles, reflecting the depth of Vedic
agricultural science.

The Prediction of Rainfall Quantity Based on Cloud Names
In Krsiparasdara, the method of predicting rainfall quantity is closely associated with the type of clouds
(Megha). This system, known as Meghanayana (the determination of rain clouds), relies on a mathematical
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approach using the Saka year to identify the predominant cloud type of the year. Each cloud type
influences the amount and distribution of rainfall, making this method essential for agricultural planning.

Method of Calculation:
To determine the ruling cloud (Meghadhipati), three is added to the Saka year, and the sum is divided by
four. The remainder corresponds to one of the four cloud types in sequential order:

1. Avarta (avarta) — Scattered rainfall in specific regions
2. Samvarta (samvarta) - Uniform and widespread rainfalll
3. Puskara (puskara) — Sparse and insufficient rainfall
4. Drona (drona) — Heavy rainfall across vast areas
Example Calculation:
For Saka 1922, Add 3:1922 + 3 = 1925
Divide by 4: 1925 + 41925+4, remainder =1
A remainder of 1 corresponds to Avarta, meaning rainfall will be scattered and regionally limited.

This method provides valuable insight into annual weather patterns, allowing farmers to anticipate the
availability of water and plan agricultural activities accordingly. If Drona is the ruling cloud, it indicates a
year of heavy rains, whereas Puskara suggests drought-like conditions. Sanskrit Verses:

“§akabdarm vahnisamyuktarm vedabhagasamavrtam /
§esarh megham vijantyadavartadi yathakramam [/

By adding three to the Saka year and dividing the sum by four, the remainder corresponds to one of the
clouds in sequential order, beginning with Avarta.

“avartascaiva sarmvartah puskaro drona eva ca /
catvaro jaladdh proktd dvartadi yathdkramam //” 22
The four types of clouds Avarta, Samvarta, Puskara, and Drona are described in this order.
“ekadesena cavartah samvartah sarvato jalam /
puskare duskaram vari drone bahujala maht //” 2

The Avarta cloud causes rainfall in specific regions, Samvarta brings widespread rainfall, Puskara yields very
little rain, while Drona results in excessive rainfall across the land.

Classification of Clouds and Their Role in Rainfall

Just as winds (Vayu) are classified into various types, clouds (Megha) are also categorized based on their
nature and their capacity to bring rainfall. Krsiparadara specifically mentions four primary types of clouds,
each influencing agricultural outcomes differently:

1. Sarvartaka — These clouds possess the capacity to cause torrential and even catastrophic rainfall,
often leading to floods.

2. Avartaka - These are dry clouds that wander across the sky due to strong winds but do not produce
rainfall.
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3. Puskara — These clouds are weak in their ability to bring rain and occasionally provide minimal
precipitation.

4. Drona - These clouds bring well-regulated and sufficient rainfall, making them highly beneficial for
agriculture.

Among these, Sarmvartaka clouds can result in excessive and destructive rains, while Avartaka clouds are
dry and ineffective for agriculture. The Puskara clouds contribute to light and infrequent rain, whereas Drona
clouds are considered ideal for ensuring proper crop growth. Sanskrit Verse:

“avartto nirjalo meghah samvartasca bahddakah /
puskaro duskara jalah drono sasyaprapurakah /"

The Avarta cloud is dry and does not bring rain. The Sarvarta cloud is full of water and capable of causing
heavy rains. The Puskara cloud brings minimal rain, while the Drona cloud provides the necessary rainfall
to nourish crops. This classification plays a crucial role in agricultural planning, as understanding the
dominant cloud type of a particular year can help farmers prepare for potential droughts, excessive rains,
or optimal farming conditions.

5. THE PREDICTION OF SIGNS INDICATING SUDDEN RAINFALL

In Krsiparasara, various natural signs are described that indicate the occurrence of sudden rainfall
(sadyovrsti). These signs are based on the behaviour of animals, insects, birds, and atmospheric conditions,
which serve as reliable indicators for predicting imminent rain. Such knowledge was crucial for ancient
agrarian societies, as it helped farmers prepare for unexpected showers that could affect their crops.

Key Indicators of Sudden Rainfall:
Interaction with Water — If a person stands inside water, holds water in their hands, or inquires about
rainfall while being near a water body, rain is expected to occur soon.

“jalastha jalahasto va nikate'tha jalasyarn va /
prstd prcchati vrstyartham vrstih samjdyate’cirat //724
Behavior of Insects and Amphibians -

When ants (pipllikd) emerge carrying their eggs, it indicates imminent rainfall. If frogs (bhekah) suddenly
start croaking, rain is expected to follow soon.

“uttisthatyandamaddya yada caiva pipilika /
bhekah $abdayate’kasmat tada vrstirohaved dhruvam //” 2
Movements of Small Animals -

If cats (vidala), mongooses (nakula), snakes (sarpa), and other burrowing creatures become restless and
start running around, sudden rain is highly probable. Swarming and erratic movements of Salabha also
signify approaching rain.

“vidala nakuldh sarpd ye canye va vilesayah [
dhavanti $alabhd mattdh sadyovrstirbhaved dhruvam [/ 2

Children’s Play and Peacocks’ Dance -
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When children start constructing bridges with dust on roads, it is an omen of sudden rain. The dancing of
peacocks is a well-known traditional sign of imminent showers.

“kurvanta balakd marge dhilibhih setubandhanam /
mayadrdscaiva nrtyanti sadyovrstirbhaved dhruvam [/
Physical Sensations and Snakes’ Climbing Behavior —

Individuals suffering from joint pain or rheumatic ailments often feel increased discomfort just before
sudden rainfall. If a snake climbs to the top of a tree, it is considered a strong indication of imminent rain.

“gghatavatadust@ndr nrndr vyathad yadi /
vrksagrarohanarm caheh sadyovarsanalaksanam //” 28
Behavior of Aquatic Birds and Atmospheric Sounds -

Water birds drying their wings in the sun is a common sign of upcoming showers. The widespread chirping
and buzzing of insects in the sky also indicate that rain will soon follow.

“paksayoh Sosanarm raudre khagdnamambu-carindm /
jhiRjhTravas tathakase sadyovarsanalaksanam //” 2

These traditional meteorological observations, deeply rooted in nature’s patterns, reflect the wisdom of
ancient Indian agricultural science and continue to be relevant in rural settings where modern forecasting
tools are absent.

6. AUSPICIOUS AND INAUSPICIOUS DAYS FOR PLOUGHING

The treatise Krsipardsara provides a systematic approach to determining the right time for ploughing
(hala-prasarana), emphasizing the importance of specific naksatras (lunar constellations), planetary days,
and lunar dates (tithis) to ensure agricultural prosperity. The selection of an auspicious time for ploughing
was believed to influence the growth of crops, prevent natural calamities, and safeguard farmers from
economic or existential crises.

According to Krsiparasara, ploughing should be conducted under favourable naksatras such as Svatj,
Uttaraphalguni, Uttarasadhd, Uttarabhdadrapadd, Rohini, Mrgasird, Madla, Punarvasu, Pusya, Sravana, and
Hasta. These lunar constellations are traditionally associated with fertility, stability, and growth, ensuring a
bountiful harvest.

The treatise also prescribes specific days of the week for ploughing. Fridays, Mondays, and Thursdays
particularly Wednesdays are considered most favourable for agricultural activities, as these days are ruled
by benefice planets (Sukra, Candra, and Guru), which are believed to enhance fertility and crop yield. On
the other hand, ploughing on Tuesdays, Sundays, and Saturdays is discouraged, as these days are ruled
by malefic planets (Mangala, Strya, and Sani), which could lead to disturbances such as political turmoil
or natural disasters.

Furthermore, Krsipara$ara recommends specific tithis for commencing agricultural activities. Days such as
Dasami, Ekadasi, Dvitiyd, Paficami, Trayodasi, Trtiydand Saptamt are considered auspicious, whereas
Pratipadd, Dvadasi, Sasthl, Amavasyd, Astami, Navami, Caturthi, and Caturdasi are regarded as
inauspicious due to their association with famine, pestilence, and misfortune.

© 2025, PUIIJ | PU Publications | DOI:10.5281/zenodo.15240119 Page | 74



\4”/,

?(\\

%) Partners Universal International Innovation Journal (PUIIJ)
Volume: 03 Issue: 02 | March-April 2025 | ISSN: 2583-9675 | www.puiij.com

,‘

Additionally, planetary alignments (lagna) play a crucial role in ploughing decisions. The zodiac signs
Vrsabha (Taurus), Mina (Pisces), Kanya (Virgo), Mithuna (Gemini), Dhanu (Sagittarius), and Vrécika
(Scorpio) are considered auspicious, while Mesa (Aries,), Karkata (Cancer), Simha (Leo), Kumbha

(Aquarius), Makara (Capricorn), and Tuld (Libra) are deemed inauspicious due to their association with
loss, dangers, and calamities.

By adhering to these astrological principles, ancient Indian farmers sought to harmonize their agricultural
practices with cosmic influences, thereby ensuring prosperity and sustainability. The alignment of farming
activities with celestial movements underscores the deep integration of astrology with agrarian traditions
in ancient India. Relevant Slokas from Krsiparasara:

“anilottararohiny@m mrgamdlapunarvasau |
pusyasravanahastasu kuryaddhalaprasaranam |
halaprasaranam karyam krsakaih Sasyavrddhaye |

Sukrendujivavaresu Sasijasya visesatah |l
bhaumarkadivase caiva tathd ca sanivasare |
krsikarmasamarambho rajyopadravamadiset ||
dasamyekadasi caiva dvitlyd paficamt tatha |
trayodasT trttyd ca saptami ca Subhavaha |
Sasyaksayah pratipadi dvadasydm badhabandhanam |

bahuvighnakart sastht kuhdh karsakanasint I

hantyastamt balivardadnnavamt sasyaghdatinr |
caturtht kitajanant patim hanti caturdasr |

vrse mine ca kanydyam yugme dhanusi vrscike |

etesu Subhalagnesu kuryaddhalaprasaranam |l
mesalagne pasum hanyat karkate jalajadbhayaml

simhe sarpabhayam caiva kumbhe caurabhayam tatha |
makare sasya nasah syat tuldydm pranasaméayah |
tasmallagnam prayatnena krsyarambhe vicarayet II" %

This structured knowledge system in Krsipard$ara reflects an advanced understanding of the interaction
between celestial forces and agricultural cycles, demonstrating the scientific and philosophical depth of
ancient Indian agricultural wisdom.

7. OPTIMAL SEED SOWING TECHNIQUES

The ancient text Krsipardsara provides detailed guidelines on the ideal seed-sowing methods (Bjjavapana
vidhi), emphasizing the importance of proper timing, lunar constellations (naksatra), and planetary
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influences. The selection of the right time for sowing ensures optimal germination, growth, and yield of
crops.

1. The Best Time for Sowing
The text prescribes different months for sowing seeds based on their effectiveness:

e Vaisakha (April-May): Considered the most auspicious for sowing.
o Jyestha (May-June): Moderate results.
e Asadha (June-July): Inferior results.
o Sravana (July-August): The least favorable.
“vai§akhe vapanan éresthar jyesthe tu madhyamar smrtam /
as@dhe cadhamanm proktarm §ravane cadhamadhamam //” 3

Sowing seeds in Vaisakha is the best, in Jyestha it is of medium quality, in AsGdha it is inferior, and in Sravana
it is the least favourable.

2. Sowing for Transplantation
For crops that require transplantation, seeds should be sown in the hot months of Jyestha and Asadha.
Sowing in Sravana yields poor results, and in Bhadrapada (August-September), it is the worst.

“ropanartham tu bijanam $ucau vapanamuttamam /
sravane cadhaman proktar bhadre caivadhamadhamam [/ 32

Sowing seeds for transplantation is best in the dry period (Jyestha-Asddha). In Sravana, it is inferior, and in
Bhadrapada, it is the least effective.

3. Auspicious Naksatras for Sowing
The text highlights specific lunar constellations (naksatras) that favour agricultural success:

Ideal naksatras: Uttard Phalguni, Uttarasadhd, Uttard Bhadrapadd, Mdla, Jyesthd, Anuradhd, Maghg,
Mrgasira, Rohini, Hasta, and Revati.

Inauspicious naksatras: Sravana, Parva Phalguni, PGrvasadhad, Parva Bhadrapadd, Visakhad, Bharani, Ardrg,
Svati, and Aslesd. Sowing during these results in poor yields.

“uttaratrayamualendra-maitrapaitrendudhatrsu /
hastayamatha revatydm bijavapanamuttamam //
“visnuparvavisakhasu yamyaraudranilahisu /
bljasya vapanar krtva bijamapnoti manavah //”

4. Avoiding Inauspicious Days
Seed sowing should avoid pairs of consecutive days (varayugma), as it is believed to attract pests.

Sowing on Tuesday (Mangala) may lead to rodent infestations, while sowing on Saturday (Sani) invites
insect plagues. Seeds should not be sown on inauspicious lunar days (tithis) like Caturthi, Navami, and
Caturdasi, especially when the moon is waning.

“vapane ropane caiva varayugman vivarjayet /
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mUsikandrm bhayarm bhaume mande $alabhakitayoh [/
na vapayettithau rikte ksine some visesatah /
evarh samyak prayufjanah sasyavrddhimavapnuyat //” 34

The meticulous seed-sowing guidelines in Krsiparasara reflect an advanced understanding of agricultural
timing, lunar influences, and ecological factors. By following these principles, farmers in ancient India
ensured higher productivity, pest control, and resilience against climatic uncertainties.

The Practice of Mayikd Dana: Ensuring Uniform Seed Germination

In Krsipardsara, the practice of Mayika Dana refers to the essential agricultural process of levelling the soil
after sowing seeds. This technique ensures uniform seed germination and optimal growth conditions for
crops.

Importance of Mdyika Ddna:
After sowing the seeds, farmers must perform Mayikd Dana, which involves levelling the soil to cover the
seeds evenly. This process helps in maintaining soil moisture, protecting seeds from birds, and ensuring
uniform germination. If this step is neglected, seed growth becomes irregular, leading to uneven crop
development and reduced yield. Sanskrit Verse:

“bijasya vapanar krtvd mayikam tatra dapayet /

tadabhavena bijanam samajanma na jayate //” %
After sowing seeds, one must perform Mayikd. Without it, the seeds will not sprout uniformly.

This traditional wisdom highlights the significance of proper post-sowing soil management in ensuring
successful crop production.

Fig -4: Mayikd Dana Practice of a Farmer

Method of Planting and Weeding (Cutting) of Paddy

The Krsipard$ara provides a detailed methodology for planting and grafting rice crops, emphasizing the
distinction between direct sowing (Vapana) and transplantation (Ropana). The text highlights optimal
spacing, seasonal considerations, and best practices for ensuring a healthy and productive yield.
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Types of Paddy Planting:
There are two primary methods of planting Paddy:

1. Vapana (Direct Sowing): This method involves sowing seeds directly in the field. Seeds sown in this
way remain free from diseases.

2. Ropana (Transplantation): Here, seedlings are first grown in nurseries and then transplanted.
However, according to Krsiparasara, transplanted rice plants are more susceptible to diseases.

“vapanari ropanar caiva bijam syddubhayatmakam /
vapanari roganirmuktar ropanar sagadar sada //” 3

The method of planting is twofold direct sowing and transplantation. Seeds that are directly sown remain
free from diseases, whereas transplanted seedlings are always prone to diseases.

=i /]’ =
i X e

W IR

Fig -5: Vapana, Ropana Practice of Farmer

Precaution in Transplantation:
Paddy that has attained a tree-like structure should not be uprooted, as they lose their fertility when
relocated. Seeds that have become too firm in the soil will not yield crops if transplanted.

“na vrksartparm dhanyandr bijakarsanamacaret /
na phalanti drdhdh sarve bijah kedarasamsthitdh //” ¥

Paddy that has developed a tree-like form should not be uprooted; as such plants will not bear grains once
they become firmly established in the soil.

Optimal Spacing and Seasonal Considerations:
Spacing and the time of transplantation play a crucial role in crop health.

1. InKarka Rasi (Cancer) [ Sravana month, seeds should be sown one hand apart.
2. In Simha Rasi (Leo) [ Bhadrapada month, seeds should be spaced half a hand apart.
3. InKanya Rasi (Virgo) / Asvina month, the optimal distance is four fingers apart.
“hastantaram karkate ca sirnhe hastdrdhameva ca /
ropanar sarvasasyandrm kanydyar caturangulam //” 38

In the Cancer period (Sravana), grains should be sown with a hand’s distance, in Leo (Bhadrapada) half a
hand'’s distance, and in Virgo (Asvina), four fingers apart.

Thinning (Akattana) of Paddy Plants
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To ensure a good harvest, the text advises thinning out excess seedlings during specific months:
1. Asadha (June-July) or Sravana (July-August): Ideal for thinning.
2. Bhadrapada (August-September): Thinning results in a 50% reduction in yield.
3. Asvina (September-October): No significant yield can be expected.
“@sadhe Sravane masi dhanyam-akattayed-budhah /
andkattam tu yaddhanyar yatha bijam tathaiva hi [/ 3
A wise farmer should thin out paddy plants in Asddha or Srdvana. If not thinned at the right time, the yield
will remain minimal, similar to seeds left unharvested.
“karkate kattayed dhdnyam avrstau krsitatparah /
bhadre cardhaphalapraptih phal@éa naiva casvine [/ 4°
A dedicated farmer should weed rice fields in Sravana if there is no rainfall. In Bhadrapada, only half the

yield will be obtained, and in Asving, there will be no expectation of crops.

Land Considerations:
Rice planting and transplanting should not be done in low-lying lands, as excessive water retention harms
growth. Instead, only weeds should be removed, and no additional fertilizer should be added.

“na nimnabhdmau dhdanyasya kuryat kattana ropane /
na ca sdrapraddnar tu trnamatram tu $odhayet //"4

In low-lying fields, neither transplantation nor fertilizer application should be done; only weeds should be
cleared.

The Krsipardsara emphasizes that rice cultivation is an intricate process, where the method of sowing,
transplanting, weeding, and spacing significantly impacts the final yield. These practices, deeply rooted in
astrological and seasonal observations, help ensure a successful yield while maintaining the health of the
crops. Ancient agricultural wisdom provided in the text aligns closely with modern agronomy, reinforcing
the importance of following time-tested practices for a successful harvest.

The Method of Removal of Weeds from Paddy Fields

In Krsiparasara, the process of removing weeds from paddy fields (Dhdnya NistrinTkaranam) is emphasized
as a critical practice for ensuring the healthy growth and higher yield of rice crops. The verses suggest a
detailed methodology for removing weeds, as well as the benefits that follow such practices.

The removal of weeds (trna) from rice fields is considered essential for the proper growth of the crop. Even
if the rice is well-developed, if the weeds are not properly removed, the crop will not yield its full potential.
Fields free from weeds are said to flourish abundantly, whereas the presence of weeds diminishes the crop’s
productivity.

Furthermore, during specific months such as Savana (July-August) and Bhadra (August-September), the
rice plants, if cleared of weeds, will later grow back and produce a higher yield. This practice is considered
doubly beneficial, as the crop's overall growth is boosted when weeds are cleared twice during the Ashvini
(September-October) month.
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The removal of weeds from the fields is also described as a metaphor for the ideal agricultural practice,
where a farm free from weeds is equated to a "Kamadhenu,” the mythical wish-fulfilling cow, symbolizing
prosperity and abundance in farming. Sanskrit Verses:

“nispannamapi yaddhdnyar na krtar trnavarjitam /
na samyak phalamapnati trnaksid krsih bhavet //” 42

Even if the rice has been properly grown, it will not yield good results unless the weeds are removed. Farming
devoid of weeds leads to better productivity.

“kullrabhadrahormadhye yaddhannyam nistrinar bhavet /
trnairapi tu samparnarm taddhdnnyam dvigunam bhavet //” 43

When therice is cleared of weeds during the months of Savana and Bhadra, it will later grow back and yield
twice the normal amount.

“dvivaram asvine masi krtva dhanyar tu nistrinam /
atha pakavihinarm hi dhé@nyar phalati masavat //” 44

During the month of Ashvini, removing the weeds twice from the rice fields leads to an underdeveloped
crop that resembles Masha (black gram) in its yield but can still prove beneficial.

“tasmat sarvaprayatnena nistrindm karayet krsirm /
nistrmad hi krséndnadm krsih kdmadhenu bhavet //” 4

Therefore, all efforts should be made to clear the rice fields of weeds. A farm free from weeds is considered
a "Kamadhenu” for farmers, symbolizing prosperity and success in agriculture.

Fig -6: Mayika Dana Practice of a Farmer

Water Management in Bhadrapada and Asvina: Release and Preservation

Water management plays a crucial role in ensuring a successful agricultural yield, as emphasized in
Krsipardsara. The text provides specific guidelines on water release (jalamoksana) in Bhadrapada and
water preservation (jalaraksana) in Aévina, ensuring optimal crop health and productivity.

Water Release in Bhddrapada (Bhddrajalamoksana)

During the month of Bhadrapada, excess water retention in paddy fields can lead to crop diseases and
yield loss. Therefore, controlled drainage is recommended to maintain only the essential moisture required
at the roots. The text explicitly warns that if rice plants remain submerged, they become susceptible to
various dfflictions, ultimately affecting the harvest.

“nairujyartham hi dhanyanar jalam bhadre vimocayet [
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malamatrarpitar tatra karayejjalaraksanam [/ 4

To protect the crop from diseases, excess water should be drained in Bhadrapada, leaving only the
moisture necessary at the roots.

“bhadre ca jalasampdrnam dhanyar vividhabadhakaih /
prapiditar krsdndndm na datte phalamuttamam //” 47

Rice plants fully submerged in water during Bhadrapada suffer from various afflictions and fail to provide
a good yield for farmers.

Fig -7: Water Release in Bhadrapada

Water Preservation in Asvina and Karttika (Jalaraksana)

Following the monsoon, proper water Preservation in Asvina (and Karttika) becomes critical for sustaining
soil moisture and supporting late-stage crop growth. The text advises that a farmer who neglects water
conservation during this period is unlikely to secure a successful harvest.

“@évine kartike caiva dhanyasya jalaraksanam /
na krtar yena mirkhena tasya ka sasyavasana //” 48
A foolish farmer who does not conserve water during Avina and Kdrttika should not expect a good harvest.

These principles demonstrate the sophisticated seasonal water management techniques that ancient
Indian farmers followed, ensuring resilience against climatic variations and enhancing crop yields.

Fig -8: Water Preservation in Advina and Karttika
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Installation of Medhi (Central Pillar for Tying Oxen in the Threshing Ground)

The ancient agricultural text KrsiparaSara provides detailed guidelines on the installation of Medhi, a central
post used for tying oxen in the threshing ground. The correct placement, material selection, and auspicious
timing of this installation are considered crucial for ensuring a prosperous harvest.

Fig -9: Installation of Medhi

Auspicious Timing and Rituals

The Medhi should be installed in the month of Margasirsa (Agrahdyana) on a favourable day. The process
begins with digging a level pit in the threshing ground, which is then plastered with cow dung for
purification. The post should then be carefully erected.

“krtva tu khananam marge samar gomayalepitam /
dropaniyo yatnena tatra medhih Subhe'hani /[ 4

A level pit should be dug in the threshing ground and plastered with cow dung. The Medhi should be
installed carefully on an auspicious day.

Additionally, the Medhi should bear a name associated with a woman, and it is recommended to install it
when the Sun is in Vrécika Rasi (Scorpio). Such an installation is believed to bring prosperity and increase
the yield of crops.

“strindmna karsakaih karyo medhirvrscikabhaskare [

medhirgunena krsakah sasyavrddhimavapnuyat //” %

Farmers should install a Medhi named after a woman when the Sun is in Scorpio. By the virtue of the Medhi,
the farmer will attain an abundant harvest.

Selection of Wood for Medhi
The text prescribes specific types of wood for making the Medhi. Ideal choices include:

1.  Nyagrodha (Banyan)
2. Saptaparna (Alstonia Scholaris)

3. Gambhari (Gmelina Arborea)
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4. Salmali (Silk Cotton Tree)
5. Audumbara (Cluster Fig)
6. Other trees that exude milky sap (ksTra-vahini).
“nyagrodhah saptaparnasca gambhart §almali tatha /
audumbari visesena anya va ksiravahini /[” 9

The Medhi should preferably be made from Nyagrodha, Saptaparna, Gambhari, Salmali, Audumbara, or
any tree that produces milky sap.

If these trees are unavailable, a post made from a tree with a feminine name should be used. It should also
be adorned with victory flags and protected with Neem and mustard leaves to ward off negative influences.

“vatddindm abhdve tu karya strinamadharika /
vaijayantisasamyukto nimbasarsaparaksitah //” 52

In the absence of the recommended trees, a post from a tree with a feminine name should be used. It
should be decorated with victory flags and protected with Neem and mustard.

Prohibited Timings and Materials
The text warns against installing the Medhi in the month of Pausa, on inauspicious days, or under the
Sravana Naksatra, as these conditions are believed to cause a decline in grain yield.

“pause medhirna caropyah krardhe sravane tatha /
sasyavrddhikaro marge pause sasyaksayapradah [/ 53

The Medhi should not be installed in Pausa, on inauspicious days, or under Sravana Naksatra. Installation in
Margasirsa increases grain production, whereas installation in Pausa leads to crop destruction.

Additionally, using certain trees such as Kapittha (Wood Apple), Bilva (Bael), and Trnardja (Coconut) for
the Medhi is discouraged, as it is believed to bring misfortune.

“kapitthavilvavaméanadrm trnardjasya caiva hi /
medhih karyo narairnaiva yadicchedatmanah subham [/ 54
A person who desires prosperity should never make the Medhi from Kapittha, Bilva, or Trnargja (Coconut).

The installation of Medhi in Krsipardsara is not merely a physical activity but a ritualistic process embedded
with astrological and botanical wisdom. The proper selection of materials, timing, and ritual observances
is believed to ensure prosperity in farming and an abundant harvest. These principles reflect the deep
connection between Vedic agricultural practices and cosmic influences, emphasizing the holistic
approach of traditional Indian farming.

Seed conservation
KrsiparaSara advocates for the conservation and use of traditional, locally adapted seed varieties. All seeds
must be collected in Magha or Phalguna.

“maghe va phalgune masi sarvabijani samharet |

Sosayedatape samyak tu naivadho vinidhapayet II” %
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After drying them up in the sun, they should be kept in small bundles after separating the husk. The seeds
are closely tied up and must not be connection with any impurities. They become useless by coming in
contact with fire, smoke, rain-water and fish. After sowing seeds, Vais§akha is the best month. Jyestha
tolerable, Asddha bad, and Srévana worst. It emphasizes the conservation and utilization of traditional,
locally adapted seed varieties through various methods. One, being pure and with a concentrated mind,
should personally sow three handfuls of seeds moistened with cold water after meditating upon Indra.

“himavarinisiktasya bijasya tanmanadh Sucih |
indram citte samadhadya svayam mustatriyom vapet II” ¢

Krsipard$ara states that the cultivator with a delighted heart, having observed punyaha for paddy, should
face eastward. The practices of Krsipardasara, help to maintain the genetic diversity of crops and ensures
their resilience to changing environmental conditions.

Water and soil management

Efficient water management techniques are a crucial component in Krsiparad$ara. Water management
Practices such as drip irrigation, mulching, and rainwater harvesting help conserve water and ensure
optimal moisture levels for crops. The most remarkable feature of this text is that it considers agriculture as
depending merely on rainfall, and all forms of irrigation. According to Krsiparasara, one should safeguard
the ladies of the house in the same way as one would protect the family by storing water. This text's most
notable aspect is that it views agriculture as solely dependent on rainfall and all types of irrigation.
Krsipard$ara says that agriculture has rainfall at its root; life too has rainfall as its source. Therefore, at the
outset, acquire knowledge of rainfall very carefully.

“vrstimula krsih sarva vrstimdlam ca jivanam |
tasmadadau prayatnena vrstijidnam samdacaret 11" %7

Soil conservation and regeneration are central to Krsiparadara. Techniques such as minimal tillage, cover
cropping, and agroforestry are employed to improve soil structure, fertility, and microbial diversity.
Krsipara$ara describes the suitability of the soil for cultivation in different months. The soil is said to be like
gold in Magha, silver in Phalguna, Copper in Caitra and the cultivation in Hemanta is held to yield the richest
produce. Seeds, their collection, preservation and sowing rules are discussed in this text.

Crop Protection:

Instead of relying on chemical pesticides, Krsipardsara promotes natural methods of pest and disease
control. This includes the use of bio-pesticides, botanical extracts, and beneficial insects to manage pests
while minimizing environmental impact. Krsipardsara emphasizes organic farming methods, avoiding
synthetic chemicals and pesticides. Instead, it promotes the use of organic manures, compost and bio-
fertilizers to improve soil health and fertility. According to Krsipara$ara, cow-dung is the best manure for
crop protection and blooming. This has been highly extolled to the point of veneration. Having powdered
all that and dried it up in the sun, throw the manure into a pit in every field of Phalguna. Then, at the time of
sowing, take out the manures; without manure, paddy plants grow up bereft of fruits.

“raudre sam$osya t sarvam krtva gundakarapinam |
phalgune pratikedadre saram garte nidhdpayet I

tato vapanakadle tu kuryat sarovimocanam |
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vind sarena yaddhanyam varddhate phalavarjitam [1” 58

ParaSara says that with all care, render agricultural produce free from weeds. If weeds are removed, they
become yield to cultivators. For freedom of paddy from disease, drain off water in Bhadra; preserve water
then up to the roots only. Paddy, filled with water in Bhadra, is damaged by various maladies and does not
yield the best produce to cultivators.

“nairujyartham hi dhanyadndm jalam bhadre vamicayet |

mulamatrarpitam tatra karayejjalaraksanam [1" 59

8. RELEVANCE TO CONTEMPORARY AGRICULTURE

The Krsiparasara, an ancient Sanskrit text on agriculture, offers profound insights into farming practices
that remain relevant in contemporary agricultural discourse. The principles outlined in this treatise, despite
being composed centuries ago, align closely with modern sustainable agricultural practices, including
organic farming, water conservation, and crop rotation. By examining these aspects, it becomes evident
that the holistic approach of Krsipardsara which integrates ecological balance, ethical considerations, and
spiritual dimensions provides a valuable framework for addressing present-day agricultural challenges.

1. Organic Farming and Natural Resource Management

One of the most striking aspects of Krsipard$ara is its emphasis on natural and organic farming methods.
The text advocates the use of organic manure, cow dung, and compost to enhance soil fertility, reducing
the dependency on chemical fertilizers. Modern organic farming follows a similar approach by
encouraging the use of bio-fertilizers and sustainable soil management techniques. The excessive use of
synthetic fertilizers and pesticides in contemporary agriculture has led to soil degradation, water pollution,
and declining crop quality. The ancient wisdom in Krsiparasara suggests that maintaining soil health
through natural means ensures long-term productivity, which is now a key concern in global agricultural
policies.

Moreover, the use of gobara (cow dung) as a natural fertilizer is particularly noteworthy, as it aligns with
modern efforts to revive indigenous agricultural practices. Countries worldwide are now promoting organic
agriculture as a sustainable alternative to industrial farming, recognizing its benefits for both human health
and the environment.

2. Water Conservation and Rain Forecasting

Water management is another crucial aspect discussed in Krsiparadara, and its insights are incredibly
relevant today, given the global concerns over water scarcity and climate change. The text provides
detailed guidance on rain forecasting, known as Vrsti JAGna, where it describes how planetary movements,
seasonal changes, and cloud formations influence rainfall patterns. This predictive knowledge allowed
ancient farmers to plan their agricultural activities efficiently, ensuring better water utilization and crop
sustainability.

In modern times, water conservation is a pressing issue, and farmers are adopting various techniques like
rainwater harvesting, drip irrigation, and soil moisture conservation to cope with unpredictable weather
conditions. The ancient wisdom embedded in Krsipardsara reinforces the importance of understanding
natural climatic patterns, which can complement modern meteorological studies. Additionally, traditional
water conservation methods such as step wells and check dams, which were used in ancient India, are
being revived as part of sustainable water management strategies.

© 2025, PUIIJ | PU Publications | DOI:10.5281/zenodo.15240119 Page | 85



=L

ki ey
s Partners Universal International Innovation Journal (PUIIJ)
Y
\ S Volume: 03 Issue: 02 | March-April 2025 | ISSN: 2583-9675 | www.puiij.com

3. Crop Rotation and Soil Fertility

Another principle emphasized in Krsipardsara is crop rotation, a practice that prevents soil depletion and
enhances fertility. The text advises cultivating different crops in successive seasons to maintain soil
nutrients, a practice widely recognized in modern sustainable agriculture. Crop rotation helps prevent pest
infestations, reduces dependency on chemical inputs, and improves overall yield.

For example, modern-day farmers often alternate nitrogen-fixing crops (such as legumes) with cereal
crops to maintain soil balance. This technique, which has been practiced for centuries, is now being
promoted as a solution to the harmful effects of monoculture farming. The wisdom of Krsipardsara serves
as a reminder that traditional knowledge systems can guide present-day agricultural reforms.

4. A Holistic Approach to Agriculture

One of the most distinctive aspects of Krsipard$ara is its holistic approach to agriculture, where farming is
not merely a mechanical activity but a harmonious interaction between humans, nature, and divine forces.
The text highlights the spiritual and ethical dimensions of farming, reinforcing the idea that agriculture
should be conducted with respect for natural laws and cosmic rhythms.

This perspective aligns with modern agro-ecology, which promotes biodiversity, ethical land use, and
community-based farming systems. In an era where industrial agriculture often leads to environmental
degradation, deforestation, and loss of biodiversity, revisiting the principles of Krsiparasara offers valuable
insights for creating a more sustainable and ethical agricultural system.

The agricultural principles enshrined in Krsipardsara offer a timeless guide for addressing contemporary
challenges in farming. Its emphasis on organic methods, water conservation, crop rotation, and ecological
harmony resonates with modern sustainability efforts. By integrating these ancient insights with
contemporary scientific advancements, agriculture can be made more resilient, productive, and
environmentally friendly. In essence, Krsipardsara serves as a bridge between the wisdom of the past and
the needs of the future, demonstrating that sustainable agriculture is not a new concept but a rediscovery
of time-tested practices.

9. CONCLUSION

Krsipard$ara is a valuable repository of agricultural knowledge, offering a holistic approach that integrates
practical techniques with ethical and spiritual considerations. The text emphasizes harmony with nature,
sustainable farming practices, and the alignment of agricultural activities with celestial movements,
reflecting a deep understanding of the interconnectedness of all life.

In the face of modern agricultural challenges such as environmental degradation, soil depletion, and
climate change, the principles outlined in Krsipard$ara remain highly relevant. By revisiting this ancient
wisdom, farmers can adopt sustainable and ethical agricultural practices that ensure the health of both
the land and future generations.

The text highlights the importance of conservation, organic farming, and plant harvesting techniques. It
particularly emphasizes paddy cultivation and the judicious use of natural resources, encouraging a
balanced ecosystem. In an era where the natural equilibrium is increasingly disturbed, exploring such
traditional knowledge systems provides valuable insights into sustainable living.

To address the shortcomings of both contemporary and historical agricultural methods, an integration of
traditional wisdom with modern advancements is essential. The study of Krsipardsara inspires individuals
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to rediscover time-tested agricultural practices, enhancing their skills for the well-being of society and the
nation as a whole.
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